
The LMF Journal — Contributor Terms and 
Conditions 
These terms apply to anyone who pitches or writes for The LMF Journal, the film writing 
publication of Let’s Make Films CIC. By submitting a pitch or a piece of writing, you accept these 
terms. Last updated: 14.06.26. Version 1.0. 

1.​ DEFINITIONS 

1.1​ “LMF”, “we”, “us” and “our” mean Let’s Make Films CIC. 

1.2​ “The Journal” means The LMF Journal, our film writing publication. 

1.3​ “You” and “your” mean the writer pitching or contributing. 

1.4​ “Piece” means any writing you submit to or have published by the Journal. 

1.5​ “Commission” means our written confirmation that we have agreed to publish a piece 
from you, including its film, word count, fee and deadlines. 

2.​ WHO CAN CONTRIBUTE 

2.1​ The Journal is aimed at new and emerging writers. 

2.2​ You do not need previous experience, a qualification, or a portfolio. 

2.3​ You must be aged 18 or over. 

2.4​ You can be based anywhere, though our focus is on Liverpool.  

3.​ PITCHING 

3.1​ To pitch, email us a film you want to write about and what you would say, and a writing 
sample of up to 500 words. 

3.2​ We read every pitch and reply to everyone, normally within seven days. 

3.3​ A pitch does not commit either side to anything until we confirm a commission in 
writing. 

3.4​ We cannot guarantee that any pitch will be commissioned. 

4.​ WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR 

4.1​ A clear point of view. We want your genuine take on a film, not a neutral summary. 

4.2​ Writing in your own voice. We are not looking for a house style or imitation of other 
critics. 

4.3​ A specific angle rather than a general overview of a film or a career. 

4.4​ We are open to new releases, older films, classics, overlooked films, and writing about 
film more widely. 



 

5.​ COMMISSIONING AND EDITING 

5.1​ If we commission your piece, we confirm the film, word count, fee and deadlines in 
writing before you begin. 

5.2​ Every commissioned piece is edited. You will receive notes, and one round of revisions 
is expected. 

5.3​ We edit for clarity and accuracy. We will not change the substance of your opinion 
without discussing it with you first. 

5.4​ Our editor confirms when a piece is final and ready to publish. 

5.5​ We may decide not to publish a piece if it cannot be brought to a publishable standard. 
Clause 8 explains how payment works in that case. 

6.​ ORIGINAL WORK 

6.1​ We only publish original writing that has not been published anywhere else. 

6.2​ We will not accept a piece already written or published for another platform. 

6.3​ The only exception is writing that first appeared on your own personal blog. You may 
submit this if you tell us when you pitch and you have the right to license it to us. 

6.4​ Your writing must be your own. We do not accept plagiarised work. 

6.5​ We do not accept writing generated by artificial intelligence tools. Every piece we 
publish must be written by a person. 

7.​ ACCURACY AND YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 

7.1​ You are responsible for the accuracy of the facts in your piece. 

7.2​ Opinions about a film are yours to make freely, including negative ones. 

7.3​ Statements of fact about real people or organisations must be true and fair. 

7.4​ You must not submit anything defamatory, discriminatory, harassing, or otherwise 
unlawful. 

7.5​ You must tell the editor before submitting if your piece concerns a film you worked on, 
or people you have a personal or professional connection with. 

8.​ PAYMENT 

8.1​ Writing for the Journal is paid. Your fee is set out in your commission before you begin. 

8.2​ We pay on delivery of an accepted final draft. Once your final draft is accepted by the 
editor, you are paid whether or not the piece is ultimately published. 

8.3​ Payment is made by bank transfer, normally within 7 days of acceptance, to the details 
you provide. 

8.4​ You are responsible for any tax due on fees you receive from us. 



8.5​ You are not an employee of LMF, and contributing to the Journal does not create an 
employment relationship. 

9.​ COPYRIGHT AND USE OF YOUR WRITING 

9.1​ You keep the copyright in your writing. We do not take it from you. 

9.2​ By having your piece published, you grant us a non-exclusive, perpetual, royalty-free 
licence to publish it on our website and channels and to keep it in our archive. 

9.3​ That licence also lets us use and adapt extracts or wording from your piece in our own 
future posts and promotional material connected to the film it covers or the people 
featured in it. This is what allows us, for example, to share quotes from your piece on 
social media. 

9.4​ We will always credit you as the writer. 

9.5​ Once your piece is published on our website, you remain free to use it on your own 
blog or social platforms. Where reasonable, please note that it first appeared in The 
LMF Journal and link back to it. 

10.​ IMAGES AND STILLS 

10.1​ We source the images and film stills used alongside published pieces. 

10.2​ Please do not embed images in your submission unless we ask you to. 

10.3​ If you supply an image yourself, you confirm you have the right to let us use it. 

11.​ EDITORIAL INDEPENDENCE 

11.1​ The Journal’s reviews and opinions are independent. 

11.2​ We do not show pieces to cinemas, distributors, or anyone connected to a film before 
publication. 

11.3​ You will never be asked to change an honest opinion for a commercial reason. 

12.​ CONDUCT 

12.1​ We expect writers to communicate respectfully with our team and to meet agreed 
deadlines. 

12.2​ We may decline to work with anyone whose conduct is abusive, dishonest, or 
repeatedly unreliable. 

13.​ CHANGES AND CONTACT 

13.1​ We may update these terms from time to time. The version that applies to your piece is 
the one in place when it is commissioned. 

13.2​ The current version is always available on our website. 

13.3​ For anything relating to these terms, contact us at contact@letsmakefilms.co.uk. 

 


